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Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations — Seventy-sixth Report — 
“2018–19 Budget Cycle — Part 1: Estimates hearings and related matters” — Motion 

Resumed from 31 October on the following motion moved by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment) — 
That the report be noted. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I understand that I have two minutes left and that the chamber has 22 minutes in total in 
which to consider this report on this occasion. I do not propose to say too much this afternoon because I said what 
needed to be said the last time we discussed this report, but I want to make one point. This useful report that has 
been tabled by the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations is its seventy-sixth report. Of 
course, it has not tabled 76 reports in this Parliament, but the committee has been around for a very long time and, 
unlike Legislative Assembly committees, it does not dissolve. Members can continue to communicate with it for 
a very long time should they wish to do so and have information provided to them, which is something that cannot 
be done if a committee has been dissolved. The point I want to make about the seventy-sixth report is that the 
committee has gone out of its way to mention that this is part 1 of its analysis of the budget cycle in the current 
financial year 2018–19.  

Part 1 is this report, which is entitled “2018–19 Budget Cycle—Part 1: Estimates hearings and related matters”. 
I note that the committee also foreshadowed in the introduction to the report, on page 1, that further analysis will 
be done. Specifically, I note that the committee says at paragraph 1.2 — 

The cycle will conclude with the Committee’s consideration of the 2018–19 Annual Reports, due out in 
September 2019. 

Members will be aware that annual report hearings are due to take place next week. It is the case that I will be 
appearing at one of those hearings next week with the Department of Communities. 

The CHAIR: I am sorry to interrupt the member, but we are having a little trouble with the timing system in that 
there are some phantom bings going off from time to time. Apart from that, the clock itself is accurate. I would 
like to now give the call back to Hon Nick Goiran for a further contribution. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Thank you, Mr Chair. It troubles me that the annual report hearings are scheduled to take 
place next week. One hearing that I am scheduled to attend is with the Department of Communities, yet I still do 
not have the answers to the questions I asked prior to the hearings. Members will remember some level of 
controversy in recent times because the government was very late in the tabling of numerous annual reports from 
departments and agencies. Subsequently, the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations made 
a very sound decision to reopen its electronic lodgement system so that members would have the opportunity to 
ask questions prior to the hearings and, more importantly, to lodge those questions after the time in which the 
department or agency had tabled the report. I was one of the members who took up that opportunity graciously 
provided by the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations, yet here we are with only a few days 
to go before the hearings next week—I think there is also a hearing with the Department of Education next week—
and I do not have answers to the questions I have asked. 

Hon Donna Faragher: Nor do I. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: How is a diligent member of Parliament supposed to prepare for annual report hearings 
next week if the departments hide information from members of Parliament? Remember, this government boasted 
that it would be a new era with a gold standard of transparency. It was very keen to underscore that on numerous 
occasions. Now there is an opportunity to demonstrate it. I have not even been able to assess whether the 
information the government will provide is going to be transparent because I do not even have the information! 
I do not even know what we would call that, but we certainly would not call it transparent. In fairness to the 
department, I do not know whether it has actually answered the questions and the information is now with the 
Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations. I do not know whether the committee is the current 
custodian of that document and is yet to release it. Indeed, as I stand now to make this contribution, for all I know 
the information has quickly been provided to the committee and has been quickly uploaded onto the parliamentary 
website. I do not know. What I do know is that I am the person who asked the questions of the Department of 
Communities. As I stand here now, I have not been provided with answers to those questions. Some clever cookie 
may, during the time I am standing up, quickly email me the information. When I first stood up, I did not have the 
information at my disposal. 

As I say, it makes it—dare I use the word—impracticable for me to prepare for next week’s hearings. It is not 
impossible for me to prepare for next week’s hearings, but it is impracticable for me to do it properly if I do not 
have all the information at my disposal. It makes a mockery of the electronic lodgement system—a system I have 
previously praised the committee for establishing—which is supposed to be more efficient with the provision of 
information, if a few days out from the hearings we still do not have the information available to us. It may be that 
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I am the only one of the 36 members of this chamber who is affected by this. I do not know whether Madam President 
asks any questions; I will not even go there. Of the 36 members of this chamber, am I the only one who has asked 
questions and has not been provided with answers? I doubt it. I think I heard an interjection from my friend 
Hon Donna Faragher a few moments ago that she has not been provided with information from the Department of 
Education. If my hearing was working well at that time a few moments ago, that is equally outrageous, because 
how is this hardworking shadow Minister for Education and Training supposed to properly prepare for next week’s 
hearings if important answers to important questions that she has asked are being hidden from her? They need to 
be revealed. It makes a mockery of the system otherwise. I contend that I am in the same boat as my friend 
Hon Donna Faragher in that I am being constrained in my capacity to prepare for next week’s hearings if I do not 
have the information provided to me in a timely fashion. 
I have to say that I have been involved on previous occasions. I cannot recall if it was annual report hearings, but 
I certainly recall instances in estimates hearings in which information that was to be provided by departments by 
way of answers to questions asked prior to the hearings was revealed on the day of the hearing. I do hope that that 
is not the intention of either the Department of Communities or the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial 
Operations, so that I find myself in the unenviable position next Wednesday afternoon of rocking up to the annual 
report hearing of the Department of Communities and, at the last minute, being ambushed and provided with 
answers to questions that I have asked, and I am then not able to properly prepare for the hearing. That would not be 
acceptable practice in any other forum, and it ought not to be acceptable practice in an institution as important as the 
Parliament of Western Australia. I plead with the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations. 
I note that its chair and deputy chair are both away on urgent parliamentary business at the moment. I plead with 
that committee to do one of two things: firstly, if it does not have the answers to the questions from the Department 
of Communities, for goodness sake pick up the phone and chase the Department of Communities and insist that the 
information be provided forthwith; or, secondly, if it does have the information, to please do the chamber a courtesy 
and urgently upload it to the website so that it is publicly available. Perhaps far more helpfully in that situation, the 
committee could provide a copy to the member who asked the question—as I say, I am not the only one affected 
by this obstruction at the moment—so that relevant members are able to properly prepare for next week’s hearings. 
With those few remarks I indicate to members that, for my part anyway, the seventy-sixth report of the 
Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations, which looked at part 1 of the budget cycle and 
particularly the estimates hearings and related matters, has been a helpful report. I thank the committee for tabling it. 
I have no further comments to make on this report. If other members want to contribute to this debate today, they 
will of course be welcome to do so when I conclude. Alternatively, if members would like to make a contribution 
on another day, I will leave it to them to seek that the noting of this report be deferred. It is not my intention to do 
so. I am not a member of this committee. I have made my comments known about this helpful report. 
Question put and passed.  
 


	Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations — Seventy-sixth Report —“2018–19 Budget Cycle — Part 1: Estimates hearings and related matters” — Motion

